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Claims 

[ci] A method of distributing audio content transmitted over 
radio comprising tlie steps of: 
assigning a user identification value to a subscriber; 
storing contact information on the subscriber linl<ed to 
the user identification value; 

assigning a channel identification value to a radio station 
channel; 

assigning an audio content value to an audio recording 
played over the radio transmission; 
generating a play database storing the time at which 
each audio recording was played on each radio station; 
receiving a signal having a user identification value and a 
channel identification value; 

cross-referencing the play database for the audio con- 
tent value of the audio recording played on the radio 
station at the time the signal was received; and 
transmitting data associated with the audio content value 
to the subscriber according to the stored contact infor- 
mation. 

[02] The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with 
the audio content value is a digital audio file of the audio 



recording played over the radio transmission. 

[c3] The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of 

encoding the user identification value in the digital audio 
file prior to transmitting the digital audio file to the sub- 
scriber. 

[c4] The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of 

processing the digital audio file with DRM prior to trans- 
mitting the digital audio file to the subscriber. 

[c5] The method of claim 2 wherein the contact information 
on the subscriber includes billing information. 

[c6] The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of 
executing a billing transaction responsive to the trans- 
mission of the digital audio file to the subscriber. 

[c7] The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with 
the audio content value is a link to purchase the audio 
recording played over the radio transmission. 

[c8] The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with 
the audio content value is an optical compact disc com- 
prising a plurality of audio recordings played over the 
radio transmission. 

[c9] The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with 
the audio content value is information relating to the 



performance of the audio recording played over tlie ra- 
dio transmission. 

[cio] Tlie method of claim 1 wherein the play database is gen- 
erated prior to the broadcast of the associated audio 
recordings and the transmission of data associated with 
the audio content value is substantially performed in real 
time. 

[cii] The method of claim 1 wherein the play database is gen- 
erated subsequent to the broadcast of the associated 
audio recordings, the received signals are stored in a 
queue and the transmission of data associated with the 
audio content value is performed responsive to an up- 
date of the play database to match the time, channel 
identification value and audio content value received in 
the signal. 

[ci2] The method of claim 1 wherein the radio transmission 
originates from terrestrial-based antennas. 

[ci3] The method of claim 1 wherein the radio transmission 
originates from earth-orbiting satellite. 

[ci4] A method of distributing digital audio content transmit- 
ted over satellite radio comprising the steps of: 
assigning a user identification value to a subscriber; 
storing contact information and billings information on 



the subscriber linked to tlie user identification value; 
assigning a channel identification value to each satellite 
radio station; 

assigning an audio content value to an audio recording 
played over the satellite radio transmission; 
generating a play database storing the time at which 
each audio recording was played on each satellite radio 
station; 

receiving a wireless signal through a cellular communi- 
cations network having a user identification number and 
a channel identification value; 

cross-referencing the play database for the audio con- 
tent value of the audio recording played on the radio 
station at the time the signal was received; and 
transmitting a DRM processed digital audio file associ- 
ated with the audio content value to a playback device 
accessible to the subscriber according to the stored con- 
tact information. 

[ci5] An apparatus for distributing audio content transmitted 
over a radio broadcast device comprising: 
a transmitter communicatively coupled to a radio re- 
ceiver device; 

a computer readable store holding a user identification 
value, the store communicatively coupled to the trans- 
mitter; 



a radio channel coupler communicatively coupled to the 
transmitter, the coupler adapted to identify a radio sta- 
tion currently played by the radio broadcast device; and 
an audio selection means communicatively coupled to 
the transmitter whereby upon execution of the audio se- 
lection means the transmitter generates a signal com- 
prising the user identification value and the identity of 
the radio station currently playing on the radio broadcast 
device. 

[ci6] The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the signal generated 
by the transmitter is a TCP/IP data packet. 

[ci7] The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the signal generated 
by the transmitter is wireless. 

[ci8] The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the wireless signal 
conforms to IEEE 802.15 protocol. 

[ci9] )The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the wireless signal 
conforms to IEEE 802.11 protocol. 

[c20] The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the wireless signal is 
an analog cellular transmission. 

[c2i] The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the wireless signal is 
a digital cellular transmission. 

[c22] The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the wireless signal is 



a digital cellular transmission. 

[c23] The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the signal generated 
by the transmitter is a dual tone multi-frequency signal. 

[c24] The apparatus of claim 15 further comprising: 

a receiver communicatively coupled to the transmitter, 
the receiver adapted to receive the signal; 
a subscriber contact information store communicatively 
coupled to the receiver; 

a play database communicatively coupled to the receiver, 
the play database further comprising at least one table 
associating an audio recording to the radio station and 
time at which it was broadcast; and 
a timer communicatively coupled to the receiver whereby 
upon reception of the signal by the receiver, the play 
database is cross-reference for the audio content played 
according to a time value, the time value generated by 
the timer contemporaneous with the reception of the 
signal. 

[c25] The apparatus of claim 24 further comprising an audio 
content delivery means. 

[c26] The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the audio content de- 
livery means is computer software process communica- 
tively coupled to the receiver whereby information relat- 



ing to the audio content identified in tlie play database is 
transmitted to the subscriber. 

[c27] The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the computer soft- 
ware process transmits to the subscriber a digital audio 
file of the audio content. 

[c28] The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the computer soft- 
ware process transmits to the subscriber a link to pur- 
chase the audio content. 

[c29] The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the computer soft- 
ware process initiates the delivery to the subscriber of an 
optical disc comprising the audio content. 

[c30] The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the computer soft- 
ware encodes the user identification value into the digital 
audio file prior to transmission to the subscriber. 

[c3i] The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the computer soft- 
ware processes the digital audio file with DRM prior to 
transmission to the subscriber. 

[c32] An apparatus for distributing digital audio content trans- 
mitted over satellite radio comprising: 
a cellular transmitter communicatively coupled to a 
satellite radio receiver device; 

a computer readable user identification value commu- 



nicatively coupled to the cellular transmitter; 
a satellite radio channel coupler communicatively cou- 
pled to the cellular transmitter, the coupler adapted to 
identify a satellite radio station currently played by the 
radio receiver device; 

an audio selection means communicatively coupled to 
the cellular transmitter whereby upon execution of the 
audio selection means the cellular transmitter sends a 
cellular digital packet comprising the user identification 
value and the identity of the radio station currently play- 
ing on the radio broadcast device; 
a receiver adapted to receive the cellular digital packet; 
a subscriber contact information store communicatively 
coupled to the receiver; 

a play database communicatively coupled to the receiver, 
the play database further comprising at least one table 
associating an audio recording to the satellite radio sta- 
tion and time at which it was broadcast; 
a timer communicatively coupled to the receiver whereby 
upon reception of the cellular digital packet by the re- 
ceiver, the play database is cross-reference for the audio 
content played according to a time value, the time value 
generated by the timer contemporaneous with the re- 
ception of the signal; 

a computer software process communicatively coupled 
to the receiver whereby a DRM processed digital audio 



file associated witli tlie audio content value is transmit- 
ted to a playback device accessible to the subscriber ac- 
cording to the stored subscriber contact information. 

[c33] An apparatus for distributing digital audio content trans- 
mitted over satellite radio comprising 
a transmitter; 

a computer readable store holding a user identification 
value, the store communicatively coupled to the trans- 
mitter; 

a radio channel selection means communicatively cou- 
pled to the transmitter, the selection means adapted to 
select a radio station; and 

an audio selection means communicatively coupled to 
the transmitter whereby upon execution of the audio se- 
lection means the transmitter generates a signal com- 
prising the user identification value and the identity of 
the radio station currently playing on the radio broadcast 
device. 

[c34] The apparatus of claim 33 further comprising a timer 
communicatively coupled to the audio selection means 
whereby the signal generated by the transmitter includes 
a time-stamp value representative of the time when the 
audio selection means was activated. 

[c35] The apparatus of claim 33 further comprising a wireless 



reception means adapted to populate the computer 
readable store with radio station information. 

[c36] An apparatus for distributing digital audio content trans- 
mitted over satellite radio comprising 
a transmitter; 

a computer readable store holding a user identification 
value, the store communicatively coupled to the trans- 
mitter; 

a radio channel selection means communicatively cou- 
pled to the transmitter, the selection means adapted to 
select a radio station; 

an audio selection means communicatively coupled to 
the transmitter whereby upon execution of the audio se- 
lection means the transmitter generates a signal com- 
prising the user identification value and the identity of 
the radio station currently playing on the radio broadcast 
device; 

a timer communicatively coupled to the audio selection 
means whereby the signal generated by the transmitter 
includes a time-stamp value representative of the time 
when the audio selection means was activated; and 
a wireless reception means adapted to populate the 
computer readable store with radio station information. 



